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himself from his bride's caresses and rushing to meet
death for his saintly uncle on the wedding-day moves
."intense sympathy in the spectators. The peculiar
improbability of a marriage in a beleaguered family
hourly expecting death, the reluctance of everybody
to this strange union, which the Imam abruptly
declares must be arranged in accordance with some
forgotten wish of his brother Hasan, are all unnoticed;
the one thought is the heroic devotion of the bride-
groom.

Scene after scene, we find nothing but accounts of
single combats between the relations of Hoseyn and
the enemy. They are all very much alike. They
begin with general lamentations of the whole of the
u Family of the Tent." Then one of them resolves
to go out and fight. A heart-breaking farewell is
gone through, and he departs. After abusing the
enemy in melodious verse, to which the foes reply in
common prose, he falls on them and produces a panic
of fear. Exhausted, with his exertions he returns to
the tents and begs Hoseyn to giv& him water, for he
is dying of thirst; or else he comes back to see his
best-loved brother and sister once more; or perhaps
he never returns. A second onslaught ends his life,
and he dies with the profession of faith on his lips.
The death of 'Abbas, the brother and standard-bearer
of Hoseyn, is something of an exception to this com-
mon model. The sufferings of the Imam's little
daughter Sukeyna impel 'Abbas to appeal to the
enemy for leave to get water from the Euphrates,
which lay beyond them. He urges that however